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To all of our friends and partners in Japan,

Compared to the past few years, 2004 has been a great year for
travel from Japan to the Northern Marianas. In fact, the number of
Japanese visitors showed an amazing 77% increase in June of this
year relative to the same period last year, and a 42 % increase was
also recorded in July. We feel that these fabulous results are due in
large part to the continuous support shown by the Japanese travel
trade, and we would like to thank you greatly for that support.

Although the Northern Marianas are naturally blessed with blue skies,
blue oceans and abundant nature, we are also a travel destination to
which travel agents feel confident in sending their clients, and to
which Japanese in general, feel safe going to. It is my belief that this
is one of the primary reasons for the strong support from the travel
trade and the general public in Japan. Rest assured that the MVA,
and the government of the CNMI, will continue to work to ensure that
the general public’s and travel trade’s confidence in the Northern
Marianas as an ideal leisure destination is not only maintained, but
indeed strengthened as we move ahead into the future.

I would like to inform you of our 2005 campaign which we are looking
to promote together with your continued support. The new “See My
Marianas” Campaign promotion will focus on the sports, cuisine and
beauty/spa attractions of our beautiful islands. We are also planning
various local events to help with the promotion of our destination.
Most notably, we will focus on our Marianas Food Festival which will
take place in May 2005, with an exciting event happening on every
Saturday of that month.

On behalf of everyone at the Marianas Visitors Authority in Saipan
and Japan, and indeed from all residents of the Northern Mariana
Islands, | say Si Yu'os Ma'ase (thank you) and wish you a wonderful
and safe festive season. Through increased cooperation may next
year see our close relationship become even stronger for a mutually
prosperous and successful business year in 2005.

Vicky Benavente
Managing Director
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